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PHILIP D. WILSON, M.D. 1886 — 1969 


Dr. Philip Duncan Wilson died Wednesday, May 7th, 1969, in New 
York Hospital of a circulatory ailment. He was 83 years old. A mem- 
Orial service was held at the Academy of Medicine. Dr. Robert Lee 
Patterson delivered the eulogy, Mr. Paul Wilson said a few words for 
the family and Dr. Philip Wilson, Jr. recited a poem from Sanscrit. 


Dr. Wilson was an orthopedic surgeon for 57 years. He was the 
Surgeon-in-Chief of the Hospital for Special Surgery for 20 years and 
Director of Research of the Philip D. Wilson Research Foundation for 
12 years. During these past years, Dr. Wilson still maintained an 
office in the Research Building, still saw some patients, and more 
often than not, put in a full work day up until the week before he died. 


We, the employees of HSS, dedicate this issue of the Record & 
Chronicle to him. 


There is no doubt that Dr. Philip 
Wilson, Sr. will long be remember- 
ed for his many contributions to 
his chosen field, orthopedic medi- 
Cine. At the Hospital for Special 
Surgery, however, his small kind- 
nesses, his humor, his alertness 
to all aspects of the hospital's 
care of patients, will rank high 
on the list of things he meant to 
auleOLeus. 


"Dr. Wilson was not only my "Boss? 
but my friend and at the end of 
the week he would like to sit 
down with his ‘office family' and 
have a drink and talk with us, 
possibly tell a joke or two." 
Grace Boody 


"At a time when I was distressed 
and upset, he had a very calming 
effect on me." 

Bernadette Turner 


"T remember several years ago, 
while planning a trip to Russia, 
Dr. Wilson had decided to learn 
the Cyrillic alphabet and asked 
me to help him with the pronunci- 
ation. He studied very hard and 
when he returned from his trip, 
very proudly told me that he 
could read items on the menu, 
particularly items like "Caviar" 
and "Vodka", which he said he 
enjoyed the most of all the 
Russian "Cuisine". 

Lydia Firchuk 


"To us he was the Father of the 
Flock here at HSS. Always had a 
ready smile and cheerful word... 
It was a great honor to assist 
him with his work in the Plaster 
Room. " 

Anne Murray 


"In 1955 the School of Practical 
Nursing was being surveyed by an 
accreditor of the New York State 
Education Department. She met 
Dr. Wilson, Sr. in) the hall ana 
stated that she felt our physical 
facilities were inadequate for 
learning. 


Dr. Wilson turned to her, crossed 
his arms, which was a character- 
istic of his when he wished to 
emphasize a point, and said: "My 
dear, if one wishes to learn they 
Cando so6 inva Darn. 


Typical of his vision for the 
future, was evidenced at an 
annual Board of Managers dinner. 
He said: "HSS at the present time 
is a three legged stool, we have 
a teaching program, surgery and 
research, but to give it the 
stability of a four legged stool 
we must have a program in rehabil- 
itation, not in the distant future, 
but now." 

Dean Smith 


"He was very democratic, he 
always knew your first name. He 
always took the time to confer 
with us about any matter, time 
was no factor. Whether a patient 
was private or service, he always 
showed them the same considera- 
tion. He always greeted you with 
a smile." 

Brace Shop 


"He was the first to see the need 
for trained Social Workers. He 
felt adult patients as well as 
children were entitled to Social 
Service help...You know, he even 
wrote a letter for me to request 
a scholarship through the Nation- 
al Foundation, which enabled me 
to obtain my Master's Degree." 
Margaret Ryan 


"We remember his cheery "good 
mornings" as he passed the 
department, and the jokes he used 
to make. He never failed to 
turn up for a piece of cake when 
we had a party." 

Medical Education 


“In November, because of repeated 
burglaries in my apartment, I 
was looking for a new one. 
Through Dr. Wilson's efforts and 
a letter he wrote for me I was 
able to obtain an apartment." 

Mac Carter 


Pleas history that Dr. Wilson 
was brought from Boston in 1934 
to give new life to our ailing 
hospital, and succeeded wonder- 
fully well at the task. I cannot 
say how many individuals he 
affected in the same way, at the 
Same time, but I can testify for 
myself. Having been briefly in 
portrait photography, fashion 
illustration and in the merchant 
world, I found myself in the 
Great Depression, an unhappy 
dependent on relatives. [In Dr. 
Wilson's determination to bring 
the hospital up to date he found 
ways to supply it with a new 
laboratory, a new medical library, 
an artist and then a photographer. 
It was my good fortune to be the 
Secret, in 1935. the world of 
medicine was new and strange to 
me, but I soon found it the 
most interesting and inspiring 
and worthwhile world to be in. I 
have never found any reason to 
think otherwise to this day, so 
I am eternally grateful to Dr. 
Wilson." 

Olive Fischer 


"Dr. Wilson was the medical direct- 
or of Occupational Therapy for 
many years. It was due to his in- 
terest that this department's 
emphasis was changed from diversion 
to functional help to the patients. 
He made it possible for therapists 
to go to conventions and kept us 
informed of all new developments 
of a medical nature which would be 
helpful for the department. He 
sent his private patients for 
treatment and taught the new 
residents what we could offer their 
patients. He gave the department 
a medical status which 0O.T. de- 
partments in most hospitals did 
not have in the 1940's and 1950's" 
Doris E. Nichols 


"Dr. Wilson was responsible for 
my transferring from the X-ray 
Department to the Research Depart- 
ment, when he asked me to join the 
new department in 1959, after I 
had worked as office manager under 
three Directors of Radiology." 
Walter Schulz 


"Words cannot express one's feel- 
ings towards a philosopher and 
teacher such as only comes once in 
a lifetime. A gentleman (gentle 
man), scholar and a kind humanitar- 
ian. I also recollect his smile 
and his nod and his expression 
when his face lit up to greet you. 
He would say, "Bill, don't worry 
about the big problems, worry about 
the little ones." I have followed 
his philosophy through my years at 
Special Surgery." 

Bill LoCascio 


"When I had a very bad back con- "His sense of humor was typified 


dition, he was very good to me. for me on the memorable occasion 
He came to see me in the hospit- of his eightieth birthday. The 
al and when I said they were birthday cake was a replica of 
going to have an orthopedist the Hospital and Research Build- 
look at me, he said "well, I'm ing. As he made the first cut 
aS good as any, let me have a (through 'the bridge') he turned, 
look." From then on he took smiled and said "I feel like I'm 
care of me." cutting the umbilical cord." 
Nora Connors T. Gordon Young 
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